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RMU Initiative Funding for Research  

Call for applications  
Darmstadt / Frankfurt a. M./Mainz, 2023 

 

Promoting RMU networking in  
innovative projects (deadline: 15 April 2023) 

 

Objective:  

Start-up financing of innovative, also risky research-driven 
collaborations within the framework of the RMU. 

 

Funding format:  

Applications can be made for funding for human and material 
resources in order to open up new, innovative, potentially high-risk 
research fields in the RMU network, for instance, through networking, 
joint publications, events and applications for third-party funding. At 
least two of the three RMU member universities must be significantly 
involved in the projects. The funds must directly benefit the network 
activities. A statement of reasons is required. Personnel and material 
resources employed to acquire and operate equipment are expressly 
not eligible for funding. Funding approved for each collaborative 
project ranges between EUR 20,000 and EUR 40,000 per year across 
all three locations. The maximum funding period is two years.  

 

Modalities: 

 Funding is open to all topics. 
 Applications will be accepted from academics, including Early 

Career Researchers (ECRs) beginning with the transition from R2 
(orientation phase after the doctorate) to R3 (qualification for the 
professorship) from at least two of the three member universities 
of the RMU, who are members of their respective university at the 
time of application. 

 Funding is available for innovative, research-driven collaborative 
projects, including those involving risks, with a credible prospect 
of achieving the defined project goals (for instance, establishment 
of a scientific network, joint acquisition of third-party funding) 
within a realistic medium time frame (for instance, specifically 
defined milestones). 

 
 
 

Your contact person: 

 
Dr. Amelie Scheu 

Department of Research and 
Technology Transfer  

Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 

55099 Mainz 

Telephone +49 (0)6131 39-26929 

E-Mail: rmu@uni-mainz.de 

 

 

Dr. Anna Leßmeister 

Directorate I - Strategic Development 
Technical University of Darmstadt 
Karolinenplatz 5  
64289 Darmstadt  

Telephone +49 6151 16-20539 

E-Mail: rmu@tu-darmstadt.de 

 

 

Andreas Karg 

Executive Office | Strategic Controlling 
Goethe University Frankfurt |  
Westend Campus 

Theodor-W.-Adorno-Platz 1   
60323 Frankfurt am Main 

Telephone +49 (0)69 798 15192 

E-Mail: rmu@uni-frankfurt.de  
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Funding criteria: 

 Quality and degree of innovation of the project 
 Academic credentials of the applicants 
 Plausibility of the sustainability of the funded academic contact 
 Added value through collaboration within the framework of the 

RMU 
 Preference will be given to new forms of collaboration 

 

Procedure:  

 Applications can be submitted by 15 April 2023 to  

koordination@rhein-main-unis.de 

 We recommend that applicants consult in advance with the 
respective research departments.  

 The RMU Vice-Presidents responsible for research working 
together with the joint RMU Research Council are in charge of 
reviewing and approving funding; external expertise may be 
sought. 

 The RMU Steering Committee will make the selection decision.  
 Presentation of the results of the funded projects in a short final 

report at the end of the overall funding period to the members of 
the RMU Steering Committee, the RMU Vice-Presidents 
responsible for research and the members of the RMU Research 
Council.  

 

Structure of the application (German or English) 

Maximum length of 5 pages 
 
Outline: 
1. General information 

 Subject and objective of the project. 
 All applicants, including a central contact person per university 

and one person with overall responsibility. 
 Participating PIs (faculty, university, participation, if applicable, 

in their own university’s research priorities). 
2. Description of the initiative  

 Generally comprehensible summary of the project (half a page 
max.). 

 Scientific question and research programme, specific research 
approach and methodology. 

 Significance and innovation potential for science and, if 
applicable, application. 

 Evidence of existing expertise, if applicable, joint preliminary 
work based on relevant criteria. 

 Description of the added value through collaboration between 
different locations. 

 Outline of sustainability perspectives, for instance, 
continuation of scientific exchange beyond the funding period, 
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applications for third-party funding that may result from the 
collaboration, intended establishment of institutions, etc. 

 Competitive situation nationally/internationally, differentiation 
from similar initiatives. 

3. Goals  
 Objectives and planned activities during the funding period 

(research, collaboration, structures). 
 Milestones during the requested funding period. 
 Outlook for possible follow-up activities. 

4. Planned measures 
 Description of the measures to be financed from the requested 

funding. 
 The presentation should show how the planned measures will 

contribute to realising the project for which funding has been 
requested.  

5. Funds requested 
 Tabular breakdown of funds requested by year, university and 

cost type 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For further information: 

 

www.rhein-main-universitaeten.de 


