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RMU Initiative Funding for Research  
CALL FOR PROPOSALS  
 

Funding line 2 
Development and intensification of RMU-internal 
cooperations (deadline: 29 May 2020) 
 
Objective:  
Further development of the scientific networking of the RMUs in 
research and, in the medium term, the establishment of third-
party funded collaborative research. 

Funding format:  
Resources which serve the networking of a cooperation project 
(e.g. for joint workshops, conferences, lecture series, student 
assistants) in which at least two of the three RMUs are signifi-
cantly involved, at least one of them as lead partner. Personnel 
resources are only eligible if they are used for the organisation 
and administration of networking activities. The funding volume 
per approved cooperation project is up to 20,000 euros p.a. for 
a maximum of two years (total funding amount per project: 
40,000 euros).  

Modalities: 
 Funding open to any topic 
 Proposals may be submitted by researchers from at least 

two of the RMUs who are members of their respective uni-
versities at the time of application. 

 Funding is available for innovative cooperation projects in re-
search with credible prospects of achieving the defined pro-
ject objectives (e.g. establishment of a scientific network on 
the basis of a cooperation agreement; joint acquisition of 
third-party funding) within a realistic medium-term timeframe 
(e.g. precisely defined milestones). 

Funding criteria: 
 Quality and degree of innovation of the project. 
 Academic credentials of the applicants. 
 Plausibility of the sustainability of the funded scientific con-

tact. 
 Added value through funding from the RMU Initiative Fund-

ing for Research (funding line 2).  
 New cooperations are preferred. 

 

Your contact persons: 
 
Andreas Karg 
RMU Cooperation Manager 
Goethe University Frankfurt  
Theodor-W.-Adorno-Platz 1  
D-60323 Frankfurt am Main 
Telephone +49 (0)69 798-15192  
E-mail: andreas.karg@em.uni-frank-
furt.de 
 
Dr Anna Leßmeister 
RMU Cooperation Manager 
TU Darmstadt 
Karolinenplatz 5 
D-64289 Darmstadt  
Telephone +49 (0)6151 16-20539 
E-mail: anna.lessmeister@tu-darm-
stadt.de 
 
Eva Werner 
RMU Cooperation Manager 
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 
Forum universitatis 2 
D-55099 Mainz 
Telephone +49 (0)6131 39-29547 
E-mail: eva.werner@uni-mainz.de 
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Procedure:  
 Applications can be submitted until 29 May 2020 to  

koordination@rhein-main-unis.de 

Prior consultation with the respective RMU cooperation 
managers and/or the research departments is recom-
mended.  

 Review and funding recommendation by the Vice-Presidents 
responsible for research at the RMUs and the joint RMU Re-
search Council; external expertise may be obtained where 
necessary. 

 The RMU Steering Committee makes the selection decision.  
 Funding will initially be provided for one year at a time. 
 Report by those responsible for the project to the Vice-Pres-

idents responsible for research at the respective RMUs, both 
verbally and in the form of a short written report at the end of 
the first funding period. 

 Approval of a second funding year by the Vice-Presidents re-
sponsible for research at the respective RMUs in case of a 
positive review. 

 Presentation of the results of the funded projects in a short 
final report at the end of the overall funding period to the 
members of the RMU Steering Committee, the Vice-Presi-
dents responsible for research at the RMUs and the mem-
bers of the RMU Research Council.  

 

Structure of the application for funding from 
the RMU Initiative Funding for Research - 
(max. 5 pages): 
 
1. General information 

 Object and objective of the project. 
 All applicants, with one central contact person per univer-

sity and one person with overall responsibility. 
 Participating PIs (faculty, university, possible participa-

tion in research priorities of the own university). 
2. Description of the initiative  

 Generally comprehensible summary of the project (max. 
half a page). 

 Scientific question and research programme, concrete 
research approach and methodology. 

 Importance and innovation potential for science and, 
where appropriate, application. 

 Proof of existing expertise, if appropriate joint preparatory 
work based on relevant criteria. 
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 Description of the added value through cooperation be-
tween different locations. 

 Outline of the sustainability perspectives. 
 National/international competitive situation, differentia-

tion from similar initiatives. 
3. Objectives  

 Objectives and planned activities during the funding pe-
riod (research, cooperation, structures). 

 Milestones in the funding period applied for. 
 Outlook on possible follow-up activities. 

4. Planned measures 
 Description of the measures to be financed from the re-

sources applied for. 
 The description should show how the planned measures 

will contribute to the realisation of the project applied for.  
5. Resources applied for 

 List of cost items for the application period. 
 
 
 

 
Further information: 

 

www.rhein-main-universitaeten.de/en 


